

June 15th, 2026

Dear Honorable Amy Grady, Chair Senate Education Committee and Honorable Joe Statler, Chair House Committee on Education,
Eastern West Virginia Community and Technical College (Eastern) is dedicated to following all applicable state and federal laws. This letter serves to formally inform the West Virginia Legislature—specifically the Joint Committee on Education—about the College’s actions to comply with the law that restricts diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) initiatives. In accordance with West Virginia Code 18B-1G-4, all state higher education institutions are required to report the steps they have taken to align with this legislation.

Eastern serves all student populations including first-generation, low-income students, transfer and commuter, and non-traditional students.  Furthermore, the College does not consider race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin when making student admission decisions. To ensure compliance with Executive Order 3-25 and Senate Bill 474, Eastern carried out the following actions:

• Continue to review Eastern’s website, publications and policies and delete/revise all DEI language.
• Eastern does not have any DEI offices or staff but review staff titles and job descriptions to confirm there is no DEI-related terms and adjust accordingly.
• No longer require employees to complete mandatory DEI training through in-house training platform.
• Will ensure that any events to recognize any specific student group will be held off campus and funded privately or sponsored by student organizations.

Eastern does not mandate diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) statements for hiring or promotion and does not consider race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin when making employment decisions. We also do not employ outside vendors or consultants to support any DEI-related efforts.

We are dedicated to continuously evaluating the College’s website, activities, practices, and services to ensure full compliance with all applicable laws and regulations. If you have any questions or need additional information, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me.

Sincerely,
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Dr. Thomas Striplin
President, Eastern WV Community & Technical College
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